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	Unitatea de

invatare
	Competente specifice
	Continuturi
	Nr

ore
	Perioada

	1. RELIGION IN AMERICAN LIFE

	Understanding the role of religion in American Life

Contrasting the Protestant heritage with the Catholic one

Debating on ways to adapt religion to modern society

Understanding religious variety in the U.S.
	Puritans, neutral toward religion, religious freedom, tolerance, leaving one’s denomination, the Catholic faith and the Protestant one, self-improvement, self-help books, protestant liturgies, Protestant work ethic, volunteerism, humanitarianism, revivalist movement, active church 
	
	

	2. FAMILY LIFE 


	Understanding the collapse of traditional family and the generation gap

Analyzing concepts of motherhood

Comparing American wedding customs with one’s own

Comparing recent American generations

Discussing causes for divorce
	disruption of the traditional family, high mobility, full-time motherhood, child-centered, living outside the family, part-time jobs for children, Baby Boomers, Generation X, the Millennials, postponing marriage, protected children, no-fault divorce 
	
	

	3. ECONOMY, LABOUR AND WELFARE


	Relating the values shaping American business with the nation’s success

Understanding environmental issues in an economic context

Analyzing the geographic and cultural context of transport in the US

Debating on social responsibility

Analyzing ways to address globalization threats to the economy
	survival of the fittest, self-reliance, hard work, freedom of enterprise, social democracy, energy consumption, sprawling communities, low price of gasoline, the ever-expanding pie, union membership, social security, welfare payments, unemployment rate, flexibility in the economy, shifting focus from blue-collar to white-collar, debt, globalization, predictability and safety, franchise, organization men, big business, consumer society, advertising 
	
	

	4. THE MASS MEDIA AND ITS ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY


	Comparing American written press with the European one

Debating on freedom of the press

Explaining the development of radio and television

Analyzing news as popular culture

Understanding mass entertainment as a form of addressing spiritual needs in the materialistic mass culture

Comparing genres of pulp fiction and commercial movies

Understanding the cultural relevance of popular music
	tabloids, freedom of the press, magazines with a specific audience, middle-of-the-road format, the Big Three, non-commercial stations, cable TV, escape into exoticism, the need for exciting events, pseudo-events, highlighting the dramatic side, soft news, desublimation, media corporations, popular culture consumers, clichés and stereotypes, concentrated pleasure, popular romances, action narratives, the horror narrative, the narrative of disclosure, cosmopolitan nature of popular music, styles strongly attached to each generation, predictable essence and superficial variations, technology in popular music, filter for public taste, music television, modernist and postmodern music, anti-establishment, centralization, superstars, intensity of emotion and tension 
	
	

	5. LEISURE TIME

	Understanding Sports in the U.S. as an expression of American exceptionalism
Relating Sports in the U.S. with the economy

Discussing factors affecting public health and fitness

Analyzing the success of fast food

Explaining success and failure in fighting substance abuse

Learning about tourist destinations across the US

Contrasting traditional traveling and mass tourism
	American exceptionalism, competitive ethic, violence, a sense of identity, jock culture, sedentary spectators, effort on the professional level, hedonistic culture, cultural diversity, alcoholic beverages, smoking, drugs, cost efficiency in the fast food industry, additives, the Great American Outdoors, traditional traveling and the exchange of values, mass tourism and communication through technology, familiar experience, novelty and otherness, surrendering to professionals, package holiday, highway as a tourist destination, annihilating space and time, worlds of fiction 
	
	

	6. RACIAL AND CULTURAL MINORITIES

	Understanding the peculiarities of African Americans’ plight

Debating on attitudes to Mexican Americans

Explaining the successful integration of Asian Americans

Discussing equal rights for Women and debating on Political Correctness

Understanding attitudes toward sexual minorities
	assimilation of different cultures, largest ancestry groups, discrimination against African Americans, mass riots, Jim Crow laws, the civil rights movement, affirmative action, group privileges, black young male as a potential criminal, small community as a family surrogate, whites as the center of gravity, gang as a father figure, mistrust of formal education, white flight, multiculturalism, new segregation, second-class citizens, Mestizos, ethnocentrism, angel island, model minority, equal rights amendment, stay-at-home wives, glass ceiling, myth of beauty, political correctness, sexual harassment, gay pride, anti-sodomy laws 
	
	

	7. ARCHITECTURE AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT

	Understanding the values behind American building styles

Analyzing the implications of American patterns of urban development
	calm aristocratic tradition, daring innovation, skyscrapers, international modernism, postmodernism, highly dispersed individual dwellings, mass-produced affordable automobile, gated communities, social responsibility, renting out homes 
	
	

	8. EDUCATION

	Comparing American stages of formal education with European ones

Debating on solutions for the financing and administration of public education

Explaining the success of private education in the US

Discussing the implications of equality and multiculturalism in education
	SAT, ACT, community colleges, major, tuition fee, local board of education, property taxes, school choice, magnet schools, charter schools, Ivy League, Catholic schools, prep schools, school district lines, bilingual education act, multiculturalism,  downplaying* European heritage, political criterion of representation 
	
	

	9. GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS

	Understanding the functioning of the branches of Federal Government

Relating American law enforcement to its geographic and cultural context

Debating on the fairness and efficiency in American elections and politics

Analyzing US defense policies and its international relations
	ideas rather than customs, balanced government, the Electoral College, winner-takes-all, common people’s emotional excesses, executive agencies, state governments, lobbyists, Supreme Court, primary elections and state caucuses, the two-party system, televised campaigns, orchestrated exposure in the media, fragmented law enforcement system, non-government police, United Nations Organization, Truman doctrine, American cultural invasion, safeguarding resources and stability worldwide


	
	


